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[The principal characteristic of twenty-first-century international relations is turning
out to be nonpolarity: a world dominated not by one or two or even several states but
rather by dozens of actors possessing and exercising various kinds of power. This
represents a tectonic shift from the past.] (&H%) Nonpolarity complicates diplomacy. A
nonpolar world not only involves more actors but also lacks the more predictable fixed
structures and relationships that tend to define worlds of unipolarity, bipolarity, or
multipolarity. Alliances, in particular, will lose much of their importance, if only because
alliances require predictable threats, outlooks, and obligations, all of which are likely to
be in short supply in a nonpolar world. Relationships will instead become more selective
and situational. It will become harder to classify other countries as either allies or
adversaries; they will cooperate on some issues and resist on others. There will be a
premium on consultation and coalition building and on a diplomacy that encourages
cooperation when possible and shields such cooperation from the fallout of inevitable
disagreements.] (&%) [Nonpolarity will be difficult and dangerous. But encouraging a
greater degree of global integration will help promote stability. Establishing a core

group of governments and others committed to cooperative multilateralism would be a
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great step forward. Call it "concerted nonpolarity." It would not eliminate nonpolarity,

but it would help manage it and increase the odds that the international system will not
deteriorate or disintegrate. |
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2 6, 853. 835 12. 8% 12 India 1,206.684 2.3%
(23 » [H)
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5 Germany 3,673.105 6. 9% 15 Korea 929. 124 1.7%
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9 Russia 1,676.586  3.1% 19 Argentina 324. 767 0. 6%
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