Nigeria

and the tragedy of Biafra
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4 codified Scandina
-~ Within the North Germanic branch of the Indo- Dansk, Svenska,

European Language Family, we observe a dialect

continuum in mainland Scandinavia. SWEDEN

. NORWAY
- Danish, Swedish, Nynorsk, and Norwegian Bokmal

can be considered different codified national

- Despite linguistic and orthographic differences,

Scandinavians have avoided civil warfare and have

been internationally co6perative in modern times.




¢+ The Western subgroup of the South Slavic branch of the Croatian '-»-—.;_: -

. Indo-European Language Family is another example of “ in Zagreb

a dialect continuum. Before the break-up of Yugoslavia, i
Serbo-Croatian was a monocentric national standard. Gl

in Belgrad

+ Unlike in Scandinavia, civil warfare has resulted in

Serbo-Croatian becoming a pluricentric language with

four codified national standards. Bosnian

in Sarajevo

* Also unlike in Scandinavia, significant religious,

orthographic, and other historical differences far Montenegrin

in Podgorica
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overshadowed the minor dialectal differences.
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Sokoto

Kano Kanuri

Hausa LQur|
/kb C'Lela Maduguri

but 500 other languages are also spoken. RreoagN | G E R

Kaduna

English is the official language of Nigeria,

The indigenous languages of Nigeria come

from three different language families: - e
| : % " = : : It:.adano s

Niger-Congo, Nilo-Saharan, and Afr_oa31at1c. | o

- ~ ' | | = | ' Cotounou  Lagos

Niger-Cango-languages:

- Unlike the situation of ScandmaVla but | Esmecm
e & South Bantoid | A
Bantu Catids

similar to the former Yugoslav1a language TS g North ot ianguages

Cross-River Adamawa-
Flatoid Ubangi

dlfferences are assoc1ated with past Warfare Wesi-Benue-Congo:  Gur =

. Edoid ljoid languages

e o Igbaid

| 2 RN Nupoid Atlantic languages M K100 200 300 400 __200
and contmumg ethmc strite. . e mm
ot | . KwaGroup B Mande languages e Afro-Asiatic languages Nilo-Saharan languages
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» In addition to being a native language of

orthern Nigeria and bordering parts of
iger and Benin, the Afroasiatic language

- .
Sha W
.

ausa is an important regional second

anguage and a sub-Saharan Muslim .

- : Hausa speakers:

lingua franca. ‘ First language Gulf CAMEROON
Guinea

Second language

Second language o

within the Muslim st
; A

community ~ ©2008Engyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. {
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+ The nger—Congo language Fula i 1s part of a dlalect cont1nuum that stretches across central Afr1ca

In northern N1ger1a Fula has been in contact with Hausa s1nce the late 15th Century Blhnguahsm

s Ver.]fﬁ} cornrnon and there is a lot of Hausa Vocabulary 1n the Fula spoken 1n ngerla
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Hausa (Afroasiatic) is a regional lingua franca, and it has
been commonly written with two scripts, boko (currentl

preferred) and ajami, the latter associated with Islam.

Yoruba (nger-Congo Yorubo1d group) is a plur1centr1c

language of West Afr1ca
Igbo/Ibo (nger—Congo Igb01d group)
Fula/Fulani (Niger-Congo, Senegamb1an group)

4 'Ibibi(’_ (Niger-Congo, Cross River group) '

Kanuri (Nilo-Saharan)

i g~
* Yoruba, Igbo Fula and Ib1b1o Nigeria’s four most popular

N1ger—Congo languages are not mutually mtelhgrble ¢ 5 8

1N Yerees




» The Hausa-Fulani are a

mixed ethnic group that

dominates northern Nigeria.

Most of them are Muslim.
Although Fula is the
language of the Fulani,

many Fulani speak Hausa.

- The Yoruba dominate the

area around Lagos.

+ The Igbo/Ibo dominate the

area of southeastern Nigeria.

The North

Hausa-
Fulani

The West
Yoruba

The East
Igbo

PRINCIPAL
LINGUISTIC GROUPS

Hausa

TIV Tribe

and Fulani L_
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+ The Hausa-Fulani, Yoruba, and Igbo groups
comprise two thirds of the Nigerian
population.

* The Hausa-Fulani population resides far

from the wealthier urban areas of Lagos

“and Port Harcourt. Many Fulani are semi-

nomadic herders who frequently travel ey .
- ‘ B vausaFetani 2t il kanwies T
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* In 1956, the first commercial oil well
in Nigeria began production, and
soon pipelines to Port Harcourt

were built. Crude oil exports began
in 1958.

+ The resulting economic boom

worsened ethnic tensions, which

climaxed in 1966 pogroms.
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“The pogroms I witnessed in Makurdi, Nigeria (late Sept. 1966) were
foreshadowed by months of intensive anti-Ibo and anti-Eastern conversations
among Tiv, [doma, Hausa and other Northerners resident in Makurdi, and,
fitting a pattern replicated in city after city, the massacres were led by the
Nigerian army. Before, during and after the slaughter, Col. Gowon could be
heard over the radio issuing 'guarantees of safety' to all Easterners, all citizens of
Nigeria, but the intent of the soldiers, the only power that counts in Nigeria now

or then, was painfully clear. After counting the disemboweled bodies along the
Makurdi road I was escorted back to the city by soldiers who apologised for the
stench and explained politely that they were doing me and the world a great
favor by eliminating Igbos.”

— Charles Keil, an ethnomusicologist who was visiting Nigeria in 1966
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* The Nigerian civil war lasted until 1970, resulting in severe starvation

and other civilian suffering in Biafra; two million Biafrans died.

* Le Comité de Lutte contre le Génocide au Biafra, which was later
renamed Médecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders), was

organized to ease Biafran suffering.

* Since the war, Nigerian government discrimination against Igbo

speakers has continued.
* Since 1999, the Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State
. of Biafra (MASSOB) has advocated for the peaceful creation of an

independent Biafra.

* In 2020, MASSOB joined the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples
Organization (UNPO).
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+ Despite the alliance of Yoruba and
Hausa-Fulani groups durmg the civil
war, the Yoruba continue to be

wealthier than the _Haus_a-;_Fulani.

One third of the Fulani ucOn"tinueﬁ to live

as s seml -nomadic herders. They are the

| - i E - i 5.". ' In Millions USD
World’s largest nomadlc populatlon ‘ 52,011 - $8,344

$8,345 - $14,678
I 514,679 - $21,011
W 521,012 - $27,345
B 527,346 - $33,679

Source: http://services.gov.ng/states




- Some Nigerian states have adopted
sharia (i.e., Islamic canonical law) into

their legal system. This is an indication

of the influence of Islam in those areas.

None of the southern states have

adopted sharia.

- 989, Of the Fulani are Muslim.

Hausa language use is strongly

’ assoc1ated Wlth Islam

Nigeria's Sharia States

) Sharia adopted statewide

B Sharia adopted in some parts of state
Federal Capital Territory

~ No Sharia courts




+ Native Hausa-speaking Muslim areas
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* One way to measure people’s access to

general'medical care is by the state-by-

state rates of vaccination.

¢ Vaccination rates are dramat1cally lower

in Mushm areas.
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was the colonial language of Nigeria. ~. &

British colonization began with the annexation of
Lagos in 1861. The Colony and Protectorate of
Nigeria was formed in 1914. In 1954, Nigeria became
an autonomous Federation of Nigeria, which then
became independent of Britain in 1960. Nigeria,

’ .- ' - = part of
* The Federal Republic of ngerla s 1999 constitution . p..g

acknowledges the primacy of Engllsh “The business ~ Africa,

of the National Assembly shall be conducted in 1914

English, and in Hausa, [bo and Yoruba when

.

adequate arrangements have been made therefor.”




+ Because English is the country’s lingua academica, it has also become the de facto
official language of Nigeria. In 1996, Nigeria declared French to be a second official
language taught in schools, but still French is known much less than English.

+ Nigeria’s constitution requires that the National Assembly use English, but indigenous
languages may be used in the state houses.

* Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo are routinely spoken in the geographic areas dominated by
these languages. Also, Nigerian Pidgin (an English-base creole language) is spoken
‘throughout the country, especially in the Niger Delta Region.

* Enghsh and Nigerian Pidgin have emerged as nonpolitical languages which can be
used to m1t1gate the continuing ethnic and re"'1g1ous‘tens1‘ons of the country.
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