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- Sino-Tibetan languages are spoken

throughout China. The Tibetic languages

yellow) are spoken mostly in Tibet, and

the Sinitic languages (red) are spoken

mostly in the eastern areas.

- The Burmese (green) and Karen (purple)

languages are part of this language family.




The many Sinitic languages form

vast dialect continuum. However,

the dialects far from each other are

not mutually intelligible.
Mandarin is by far the most

Wldely spoken Sinitic language

' Overi the past century, Mandarin
has become commonly spoken in

‘ A.Manchurla and in Xinjiang.
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Mandarin - 836 million (worldwide)

Jin (usu. grouped with Mandarin) - 45 million
Wu - 77 million

Hui (usu. grouped with Wu) - 3.2 million
Gan - 271 million

Xiang - 36 million

Min (incl. Taiwanese) - 60 million

Hakka - 34 million (worldwide)

Yue - 71 million (warldwide)

Ping (usu. grouped with Yue) - 2 million
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* In this 1912 map, the area of
China proper is shaded pink.
This is an area where the Sinitic

languages have been dominant
since the Qing dynasty. Other

areas with pink borders (Tibet,

Xinjiang,

are non-Chinese areas claimed

by China
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» Even Mandarin has several

identifiable dialects.

~ Northeast = Zhongyuan
Beijing LanYin

JiLu Jianghuai
JiaoLiao | Southwest




- Some of the non-Sino-Tibetan languages of China are

important because they have many speakers or they are
dominant in certain local areas.

 Other non-Sino-Tibetan languages have international ties with

China’s historic ethnic enemies and political rivals.
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southern China.

» Tai-Kadai languages are spoken in
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Hmong—Mien languages

. Mienic
China
[  1uMien & Kim Mun

¥ .
) -+ Mienic

+ Communities that speak
Hmong-Mien languages are

4

scattered across southern China.

Thailand




Pakanic
fo

= . Only a few Austro-Asiatic languages are spoken
in China. ‘
+ Palaung and Wa are spoken near the borders

with Burma and Laos.

Bahnaric

* Mang, Bolyu, and Bugan are spoken in southern

~ China. Mang is also spoken in Vietnam and Laos. .
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+ The language of the Jingzu /% people is very Nicobarese

similar to Vietnamese.
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ghur has

10-15 million speakers,

and it is written in a

» The number of

~ Uyghur speakers is

uncertain because of

secution by

 their per
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the government.
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, g g Halh Mongolian

are also spoken
in China. |
Evenk1 1s usually

cla881f1ed as a

' Tungusm language




» Some Tungusic

languages, including _

northeast Chlna . | .

However, the number

of Sp eakers 1S
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- There are many Korean language

communities in areas of !

- Korea.




- Because of the many languages spoken throughout China, Mandarin
became a lingua franca during the Ming and Qing dynasties. Successive
Chinese governments have used Mandarin E &l for many years.

- In 1919, B 78 (the Dictionary of National Pronunciation) was

published by the Republic of China.

i Putonghua, which has northern grammar and Beijing

lic of Chin
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- Despite having variation in writing, Mandarin has become a lingua
academica for scholars in the People’s Republic of China (including

Hong Kong and Macau), the Republic of China, Singapore, and also
worldwide.

(Taipei) continues to use the

~traditional writing system tor Mandarin.

ople’s Republic of China "4 A RIEAHIE (Beijing) writes

arin with simplified characte
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