
Mapping the world by language family dominance can help us see important human relationships. For example, the map below (cf. The Human Mosaic 
pp. 184-185) shows us that Guinea, Cameroon, and Zambia are linguistically similar; whereas Chad is very different. Iceland, Italy, Iran, northern India, 
and western Russia all have dominant languages that are Indo-European. Besides Indo-European, we see the geographic and demographic dominance 
of the Afro-Asiatic, Niger-Congo, Sino-Tibetan, and Austronesian language families. Looking at the Americas and Oceania, we can also see how 
colonial languages of the Germanic and Romance subfamilies have displaced the autochthonous languages of those continents.


